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CHRISTIANITY 
DISTINGUISHED BY ITS NAME. 


Th —— were first called Christians in Antioch. A&s xi. 26. 


HE high ji importance of Chriftianity t to man, fully apo- 

logizes for every well meant attempt to illuftrate and 
recommend it. The defign of the following difizrtation is to 
conlider the imyport of its name. 

From the firft ufe of language, the defign of names has been 
to diftinguifh their fubje@s from other individuals of the fame 
foecies, or from othe {pecies of the fame kind, or they have 
denoted general objects. They fupercede the neceffity of end- 
Jefs circumlocution, and facilitate the communication of know- 
ledgerby writing and the intercourfe of focial life. Though 
they may be viewed_as in a fenfeé arbitrary, it is evident they 
originated, at leaft frequenjly, ina fuppofed adaptednefs to 

expres the moft diftinguifhing quality, relation, or circum- 
Ttance of the fubje&. _ The feripture account of the names 
es. to the firlt human pair by God, and to the animal world 
cidam, is agreeable to this view. And many paflages in 


Reriptiire nikory comvey the Gre idea. 
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442 Christianity distinguifaed 
The fcriptural text with which thefe obfervations are in- 
stroduccd, refers to an event important in the hiftory of the pri- 
‘mitive church. Amntioch-was a large city, at a diftance from: 
Jerufalem, the capital of the kingdom of Syria, known in the 
prophecy of Daniel by the epithet of “ the kingdom of the 
North,”’ as that of Egyot is by “ the kingdom of the South.” 
It confifted of that part of the empire of Alexander the Great, 
which fell to Antiochus in the divifion of the empire among 
his four principal Captains, which took place a few years af- 
ter the death of that conqueror. 
: This city was built by Antiochus, and named by him te. 
rt perpetuate the remembrance of his glory. In this,as in moft 
Ht populous places in the Eaft, many Jews had long dwelt a- 
A. mong the Gentiles, who were the principal inhabitants. Hap- 
iy pily for many. there, the perfecution of the difciples of Chrift,. 
ea in which the holy Stephen fealed the gofpe! teftimony with 
lin his blood, occafioned fuch a difperfion of the difciples and 
4 \ preachers of the gofpel, that fome of them travelled as far as 
et, Antioch, preaching the gofpel, “and the hand of the Lord 
ae was with them, and a great number believed, and turned to 
Md the Lord.” And although they preached the word to Jews 
i only, it pleated God to maka it fuccefsful to Gentiles, open- 
ing the door of faith to them alfo. Such is the fulnefs of di- 
y, 4 vine grace, that God is found even of thofe who fought him 
vib not. The converfion of Jews and Gentiles to the Chriftian 
il ' faith, in the fame city, prepared the way for their union in the 
ie fame congregation, for the celebration of divine worfhip and 
fi ordinances ;. and their frequent intercourfe in that near rela- 
ih tion, muft have produced frequent occafion to mention each 
dF, other by their national diftin&tion. This tended to excite 
Hie their refpective national prejudices, and to mar the happinefs 
‘th of their union in the Chriftian church. A common name 
ae fscmed well adapted to prevent the evil, and none could have 
by been invented fo agreeable and proper as one derived from 
A that of their common Lard, This would: prevent the evil re- 
tulting from the frequent menticn of their national diftinétion, 
exprefs their united reverence to their mafter, the divine au- 
thor of their religion, and would effeQually diftinguifh thea 
fram the votaries of all other religions. 
This worthy name was évidently in a high degree propery 


as Chiift was :bc Alpha and Omega of their religion, and their 
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hope; their Prophet, Prieft and King. It is aifo well known 
to the learned, that various feéts of heathen phifofophers were 
at that time:denominated from thcir leaders and founders. 

This name, however, feems not to have been aflumed by 
the difciples of Chrift, merely from human views of proprie- 
ty. ' 

The Greek word here rendered called, is not the ufual word 
fo rendered. It properly imports a particular divine agency, 
influence, or dire@tion, and may be very properly rendered a7- 
vinely called. We find the word in fome of its formations fe- 
veral times ufed in the Greek Teftament, in all of which it 
has a fignification fimilar to that juft mentioned.* 

On the whole, we may be wat fatished of the propriety of 
the name given to the difciples of cur Lord Jefus Chrift at 
Antioch, and that in receiving it they acted by divine direc- 
tion ; their religion is, therefore, termed Christianity. In il- 
luftrating the propriety of this name, we fhall be led to notice 
a few leading marks of diftinétion between this religion and 
all other religions among men. . - Fee: 

We fhall take our view of Chriftianity from the facred book 
in which it is revealed. It is, however, to be remembered, 
that we confider the whole volume of {cripture as containinz 
a divine revelation of this religion;—the Old Teftament as 
containing the firft part, and the New Tcftament the fecond 
and laft. 

The diftin@ion between Chriftianity and al! other religions, 
refpects its doctrines, its moral precepts, and the profpedis 
which it opens; but to confider thefe grand divifions in all 
their ramifications, would take up many volumes. We fhall 
therefore purfue the fo!lowing concife arrangement of a few 
marks of diftinétion, viz. 

The obje& of worfhip, 
The ground of acceptance, 
The tyftem of morality, and 
The retributions of fucurity. 

I. We attend to the diftinGions in the object of worfhip. 

Chriftianity teaches the worfhip of the one living and truc 
God, in diftin@tion from the polytheifm of all fyfiems of Pa- 


© Matt. 1. 12—22. Lukeswi.26. 48: «.22. Heb. viii 
5x1, 9X1, 25: 
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gan theology. It teaches us that this God is eternal and. in- 
dependent, in diftinétion from the genealogy and dependent 
fucceffion of their numerous divinities. They had their Ju- 
piter optimus maximus, or their greateft God, their Dei ma- 
jores, or Gods greater than another clafs, whom they called 
their houfehold Gods. All thefe had'a beginning, and were 
dependent, the lefs on the greater, and all on their Supreme 
Jupiter, and he on Fate, which the beft of them believed to » be 
above the Gods. 

Chriftianity teaches that this one God is poffefled of all na- 
tural perfection, originally and ladepbiidenily' ; that he is oms 
niprefent, omnifcient, omnipotent and immutable, in diftincs 
tion from the total deficiency and imperfc€tion of their divie 
nities, in al] thefe refpects ; and that he exifts in that infinitely 
perfect manner called a Trinity i in unity, pollefling the whole 
perfection of ‘unity and of trinity, the whole benefit of both, 
in all refpects, and efpecially in this, that he enjoys ‘indépen- 
dent communior in himfelf, as an sptahidiuiiicable perfection 
in Jehovah, in diftinétion from the folitary, imperfect and de. 
pendent unity of the obje& of worfhip in the Mahometan (y fm 
tem. 
This is ufually expreffed by a perfonal. djftinétion in the 
Deity, becaufe there is an evident foundation for the applica- 
tion of the three perfonal epithets, J, thou, and he, as ufed in 
common language ; though we by no means comprehend that 
diftinétion in the infinitely perfeét manner of the divine exif- 
tence, as diftinguifhed from that of created, dependent aad 
imperfect beings ; we, however, can perceive it, to be neceflary 
to independent perfection and félicity, and can apprehend no 
more difficulty in the belief of this doétrine, than of any other 
truth of natural or revealed religion which éxceeds our com- 
prehenfion. We therefore reft with unwavering faith in the 

true and proper divinity of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghoft, and that “ thefe targe are one.” 

This triune Deity, who is the objeét of Chrittian worfhip, 
is alfo poffeffed of infiaite moral perfection, or he is ‘immuta- 
bly good. It is a diétate of right reafon, that a being poffeff-d 
of fuch natural perfections as the holy fcriptures afc ribe to the. 
odject of worfhip, and exifting in fuch a manner, muft be tn- 
fnitely perfect in his moral character, or muft be good. but 
in this we are not Icft to the mere Jight of human reafon.-- 











By its Nome. "445 


Divine revelation is abundant in afcribing all pofible excel- 


lence to God, as a being effentially and unchangeably holy, 


juft and good, wife and faithful, and fummarily aflures us, that 
“§ God is love.” In thefe facred writings we are aflured, that 
God is the fountain of all exiftence, the creator and preferver 
of angels and men; that his dominion in the natural and mo- 
ral world is univerfal and perfect ; that his providence extends 
to all events, and that he governs moral and accountable crea- 
tures by the moft perfect laws; that he is the kind and bene- 
ficent parent of the whole creation, and encourages his rationa! 
creatures to addrefs him in prayer and praife. . 

Such a being, and fuch only, can be the proper object of 
worfhip He is prefent and knows all our wants, and is able 
to fatisfy them. He governs all events in the univerfe; ali 
creatures and events are in his hand, and he can protect and 
fave us from evil. He is the father of our fpirits: and the 
former of our bodies, and is the kindeft of parents, and a very 
prefent help in trouble. Into the bofom of fuch infinite fuf. 
ficiency and parental love, the full foul may pour all its trou- 
bles; in him the fatherlefs findeth mercy-—and he hath faid, 
“ call upon me in the day of trouble, and I will deliver thee, 
and thou fhalt glorify me.” 

But how fhall guilty, unworthy finners have accefs to fuch 
a being of infinite majeity, perfe&ion and purity ¢ 
' The anfwer to this mott interefting queftion will be found 
in the next mark of diftin€tion between Chriftianity and al! 
ether religions, which is, 

IT. The ground of acceptance. 

‘That man is, naturally, in a ftate of fin and ruin, is obvious 
to every reflecting mind, and has accordingly been perceived 
and lamented. by moft writers among the heathen philofophers; 
indeed a con(cioufnefs of guilt and expofednefs to punifhment 
is common to men. Hence that anxious inguiry, “ Where- 
with fhall I come before the Lord, and bow my{cif before the 
Moft High God ?” — 

The beft anfwers to this moft interefting queftion, furnifh- 
ed from philofophic inveftigations, are wholly unfatisfaGory. 
~ Mott of the heathen writers on this fubjeét manifeft {ome 
notion of facrifices, of fome kind, to appeafe the anger of their 
(Sods, and obtain their favour. This, probably, originated 
in fome Phowledge of ancient tradition, conveying partial in- 
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formation from the poffeffors'of divine revelation on this fub- 
ject, but fo mangled and perverted as to be totally infufficient 
to relieve the wounded confcience, or to enable the finner te 
contemplate, with compofure, his appearance before God. 

The next relief attempted by philofophy, is by a virtuous 
life, or by repentance and reformation ; but, alas ! how infuf- 
ficient this, for the tranfgreflor ! What rational hope can be 
derived from this to tie finner who “ owes ten thoufand to- 
lents and has nothing to pay?” 

Were his repentance and reformation even perfeét, they 
could have no influence to atone fer paft offences, and could 
be only a to prefent duty. But when we confider the 
great imperfection of human nature, even in the beft, they ap- 
pear to fall far below the ftandard of prefent duty, and greatly 
increafe our guilt and defert of condemnation. What fhall 
we think then of the abfurd and fuperftitious rites which ge- 
nerally obtained among the heathen on this fubjet, and of the 
unhallowed ufages practifed for this purpefe, by them in their 
religious feftivals, on days of atonement? Or what can more 
deeply imprefs the mind with a conviction of the neceffity of 
a divine revelation, than the knowledge of the notions and 
ufages of heathen idolaters ? ! 

The Chriftian revelation reprefents our fin and mifery as 
the really are. It clearly evinces the impoffibility of the moft 
diftant, well founded hope of acceptance with God, from any 
or all the devices of man, and proves that “ reafon purfued is 
defpair.” But at the fame time it opens a new and glorieus 
door of hope; it reveals the mediatorial plan of redemption 
by Jefus Chrift. 

This affures us that God has fixed on a method for the dif- 
play of mercy to the guilty through a mediator ; that this me- 
diator is the Son of God, the fecond perfon in the divine T1i- 
nity in unity; that he was to redeem finners of mankind to 
God, by making atonement for their fin, and bringing in e- 
verlafting righteoufnefs ; and that to fit him for the mediato- 
rial work, he fhould be united tocur nature, by the aflamption 
of it into a perfonal union with his divine nature; and accor- 
dingly we are affured, that “ the word was made flefh, and 
dwelt among us,” and ** God was manifeft in flefh.”” In this 
myfterious union of natures, our Lord Jefus Chrift was obe- 
dient to death, even the death cf the crofs, and truly magnified 
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the divine law and fupported both its precepts and fanétions. 
The final condemnation of all finners would have proved the 
immutable determination of God to punifh fin according to 
his thréatenings; but this proves ftill more—it evinces that 
God is righteous in taking vengeance, and that in-his go- 
vernment over man, he treats him as he would be wiling to 
be himfelf treated, in a change of circumftances. 

The obedience and death of Chrift in our nature and place, 
is the higheft conceivable divine teftimony to the rectitude of 
the moral government of God over man; and ts therefore the 
moft full and complete expreffion of holy affection, exhibiting 
the moft conclufive proof of the perfection of divine govern- 
ment, and of the evil of fin; and thus lays a foundation for the 
pardon and falvation of finners through Chritt, in the way of 
divine appointment, fo as to be at once a vindication and ex- 
preffion of the righteoufnefs of God in his government of 


man, an exhibition of the moft profound wifdom, and of the 


richeft grace. Yea, all divine perfections are here not only dif- 
played, but wnitedly difplayed, it is “ grace reigning through 
righteoufnefs to eternal life, by Jefus Chrift our Lord.” 

Hence it appears that “ Jefus Chrift is the way, the truth, 
and the life,”? and that “ no man cometh to the Father but by 
him; that he is able to fave, to the uttermoft, all who come 
unto God by him; that this gofpel foundation of acceptance 
with God for finners, is worthy of God, honourable to law 
and juftice, a moft wonderful expreffion of divine grace, and 
fafe and happy for the believing finner, and fuperior to all the 
plans devifed by man, whether Jew or Gentile, ignorant or 
learned, as the heavens are higher than the earth. 

Faith in Chrift is the divinely appointed way in which we 
become fo interefted in his atonement, that his righteou/ne(s 
avails for our pardon and acceptance with God, evidently, 
becaufe by this we are fo united to him that the Father’s ap- 
probation of his mediatcrial work may be properly and fully 
exprefled in the beftowment of all faving mercy on us for his 

fake, 
‘The moft guilty and miferable of our race may, therefore, 
hope in divine mercy through him, come to God by him, and 
be affured that thofe who fo come he will in no wife caf out. 


IiI. The Chriftian religion is diftinguifhed from all others 
by its fem of morality. : 
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448 Christianity distinguifbed 
_ It has been common to the founders of religious fyftems, 
to inculcate fomethiag under the name of virtue or morality; 
but in moft inftances many effential branches of virtue have 
been omitted, and many things inculcated, which were really 
vicious ; and what is {till worfe, the true and effential diftinc- 
tion between virtue and vice has been commonly overlooked. 
Hence the very beft fyftems of heathen morality are effential- 
ly deficient. | “hon | hema | 

All human fyftems of morality begin and end in thofe things 
which are private and perfonal, After all which has been 
written by poets, philofophers and moralifts, not drawn from 
the holy (criptures, on virtue and morality, they teach us no- 
thing more fublime than the love of our country ; and to die 
for our country, is. treated by them as the moft fublime virtue, 
even when life is facrificed, not to render the inhabitants of our 
country more wife, more devoted to the good of mankind, or 
to the fear and fervice of God ; but more rich, more honour- 
able in the efteem of thofe who efteem the honour which 
cometh from man, and more triumphant over other nations in 
war. Hence; Alexander the Great, Julius Czfar, and Charles 
the XI Ith, of Sweden, who were great generals, and the two 
firft great conquerors, have been celebrated .as the firft of 
men. But in the view ef Chriftianity, their fplendid virtues 
are weighed in the balance and found wanting. They fought 
the glory of their country by the calamity of many nations, 
and fucceeded to grandeur in the blocd of murdered thoufands; 
and that glory which they refpectively fought for their coun- 
try, was really its greateft fhame and mifery, arid haftened its 
ruin. ” | B 
The morality which Chriftianity teaches and infpires, ts 
that which conduces to the beft good, the higheft perfeCtion 
and felicity of the fubje¢t—which coincides with the beft in- 
tereft of mankind; and which is diretly fubfervient to the 
glory of God. This brief defcription of the outlines.of virtue 
will not.be difputed; but where can it exift, except in the 
mind feeking that happinefs for itfelf which confifts in union. 
to the beft interefts of the whole family of man, and exertions 
to promote it, and union to the glory of God and the beft good 
of his kingdom, and the happifying view and contemplation 
of the moft perfe& ftate of the moral fyftem. But this is no- 


thing elfe than to “love the Lord our God with all cur beart; 











By its Name. 449 
and Our neighbour as ourfelves,”? which is the well known 
fummary of Chriftian morality, given us by its divine founder. 
_ From the holy feriptures we learn that Ged is love, friend- 
iy to the higheft perfeCtion and felicity of the moral fyftem, 
This is the expreffion of his character'in his government of 
man, and in the mediatorial fyftem, and this is the duty which 
he requires of man, and this conftitutes the perfection and 
felicity of the redeemed in the heavenly ftate. ‘ Him that o- 
vercometh,”’ faith the Divine Saviour, * will I make a pillar 
in the temple of my God, and he fhall go no more out; and I 
will write apcn him the name of my God, and the name of 
the city of my God, which is New ferufalem, which cometh 
down out of heaven from God, and | will write upon him my 
own name.”’ 

Hew dees the boafted fplendour of philofophic virtue and 
morality fade before that of Chriftianity, like the glow worms 
of night before the rifing fun! 

— [V. We obferve, once more, that Chriftianity is diftin- 
guified from all other religions by the reiributions of futurity. 

Great have been the doubts and uncertainties of philofo- 
phers, whether man would have any confcious exiftence be- 
yond this life: The beit ef them rateer wifhed for it thaa 
firmly believed it. On fuppofition ef its reality, they imagi- 


ned {uch enjoyments for the virtuous as agree with the tafte: 


of men in this life, in earthly things, and generally defcribe 
their Elyfium as a place for the enjoyment of the pleafures of 
fenf>, and {peak of this as only for a limited duration. Their. 
conceptions of the punifhiment of the wicked, were equally 
confufed and eroneous. 

The Chriftian fcriptures difpel this thick darknefs, and 
bring life and immortality to light. From thefe we learn, 
with certainty, that the exiftenge of our fouls will be permz- 
nent after the prefent life, and that our bodies will be reftor- 
ed to life in a genesal refurrection at the end of this world, 
and be reunited to the foul ; and that we fhali then be judged 
according to our works, aad our final ftate be fixed in bap- 
pinels or mifery, according te waat we have done while in 
the bady, in this life; and that this ftate wiil be etérnal. 

Notwithftanding the inviftbility of that world, and that the 
coudition of its inhabitants is net very particwiarly revealed, 
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or perhaps would not be clearly underftood by us in the pre« 
{ent ftate if it were, we are fully affured that the wicked, and 
all who know not God, and obey not the gofpel, fhall be 
whollyexcluded from the divine favour, fhall be delivered up 
to the full dominion of fin, and be the monuments ef God’s 
holy difpleafure forever. The fcriptural reprefentations of 
their ftate are awful beyond conception, and deeply imprefs 
the mind with the thought, that “it is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hand of the living God ;” and that we are called by 
all the dreadful realities of that defperate ftate, to fly from the 
wrath to come, and to lay hold on the hope fet before us in 
the gofpel. | 

On the other hand, the gofpel affures us, that the fouls of 
the righteous, at death, enter into peace, that they reft from 
their labours, are completely delivered from all fin and forrows 
are affured of the everlafting favour of God, and are united 
in the praifes of redeeming grace; and that at the end of the 
world their bodies fhall be raifed glorious and immortal, and 
be reanimated by the foul. and the whole man_ be completely 
bleffed in the full enjoyment of God to all eternity. Rejoi- 
cing in the clear manifeftation of the divine fulnefs, the un- 
veiled glory of the triune Deity, in the difplays of redeeming 
grace, and in the certain profpect of unremitting felicity and 
ufefulnefs in praifing and fhewing forth that grace, and in the 
moft perfe& reciprocation of holy friendfhip forever. 

Who can think of the blefled exercifes and enjoyments of 
the fpirits of the juft made perfedt, and the ftill more complete 
bieffednefs of the redeemed after the refurreétion, and not af- 
pire, with all the powers of the foul, after a name and a place 
among the redeemed from among men ? 


CONCLUSION. 


1. The preceding view of Chriftianity clearly fhews the 
weaknefs of infidel obje€tions againft it, founded in the nam- 
ber and variety of religions in the world. They fay that a- 
mong the many hundreds of religions adopted by man, as there 
can be but one which is true and divine, there is a prefump- 
tion againft the truth of each, in proportion te the number of 
religions profeffed in the world, and therefore the evidence 12 
favour of Chriftianity is only as one to many hundreds ; 1. €- 
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tore a are hundreds of probabilities of its falfehood to one of its 
truth. To this there might be various an{wers, we mention 
one only, as abundantly fufficient, viz—That Chriftianity is 
equally oppofed to all other religions in the world, in. all the 
articles of diftinétion which have been made. , All other {yf- 
tems .agree in exhibiting unworthy at d abfurd ideas of the 
object of worthip, . the ground of. acceptance, the fyftem of 
morality, and the retributions of futurity ;. in the nature of 
the cafe, it is therefore evident they cannct be true. This in- 
fers a ftrong prefumption in favour of Chriftianity; it is op- 
pofite to all other fyftems; if, they . are abfurd and falfe, this 
muft be true and divine, or there is no true religion in the 
world, It therefore refts on its, own. evidence, in the fame 
manner as if no other religion had ever. been propagated in 
the world. In tefting the truth and d: ivinity of Chriftianity, 
therefore, we muft enquire, is the religion itfelf agreeable to 
reafon, worthy « of God, and fuitable to the nature and condi- 
tion of man in its doétrines? its duties and its profpeéts, or as 
it refpeéts the object of worfhip, the ground of acceptance, the 
fyftem of morality, and the retributions of futurity? And is 
it attefted to be divine, by miracles and the accomplifhment 
of prophecies, and other collateral evidence? If this be the 
cafe, the evidence in favour of the truth and divinity, of the 
Chriftian religion is full and complete. . But thefe various 
fources of evidence have bzen ftated with great ciearnefs by 
many able defenders of Chriftianity. Our faith in this fyftem 
of religion refts on a firm bafis, and again. this truth we are 
affured that the gates of hel! (hall never prevail. | 
_ 2, We infer the great importance.of right apprehenfions on 
the leading truths of Chriftianity. That errors fhould be em- 
braced for truth in the remote branches of relij igicn, and thofe 
which have little influence on charaéter, in this very. imper- 
fet ftate; is not ftrange, ard does not very eflentially affe é& 
the beft intereft of the fubject or the church in general, But 
Wrong conceptions on the primary and. leading truths, have 
great influence oi the aff-ctions amd praétice, and are exceed. 
Fngly dangerous. yA yp | a ae eee 
We are aflured by the word of ne and it is rita trve 
in experience, * that all people will walk every ene in. the 
name of his God,”* and we know that the tiue iervaats ¢f 


* Micah iv. §. Le i2 
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the Lord wiil walk in his name forever—The character of 
the object of worfhip, as it exifts in the mind of the worfhip- 
per, determines his character; his affections, purfuits and 
practice are agreeable to it, (we fpeak of thofe who really be. 
Jieve what they profefs, and not of the vain pretenders to re- 
Jigion and worfhip, who really believe nothing in religion to 
practical purpofe, but are governed by inclination.) Hence if 
any man is a true worfhipper of the Chriftian’s God, he is 
devoted to his fear, and practices the duties of Chriftianity. 

The obfervation alfo applies to the truth refpecting the 
ground of the finner’s aceeptance with God. The Bible doc- 
trine of the proper divinity and atonement of Chrift, when 
propertly received, lays the foundation of a life of holy faith 
and obedience to all God’s commands, and is attended with a 
conformity to Chrift, in temper and character. 

The fame obfervation applies with refpe& to the Bible fyf- 
tem of morality and the retributions of futurity. “The expec- 
tant of the pure and holy enjoyments in heaven, promifed in 
the gofpel to the redeemed, will be a praétical Chriftian, and 
labour to be holy as he who hath called him is holy. He who 
expects a VMiahometan paradife, will not fail to anticipate thofe 
fenfual enjoyments in the prefent tife. 

The truths of Chriftianity muft be congenial to our hearts, 
and its duties and promifes the objects of our choice. 

Let it be remembered, that Chriftianity is a religion of the 
heart, The Cariftian is united to God, to Chrift, and to the 
morality and the profpeéts of Chriftianity, as diftinguifhed 
from all other religions in the werld. Hence it is ftyled in 
fcripture, the knowledge of “ the only living and true God, 
and Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent,” and it is often denomi- 
nated the fear of God and the love of God. 

We cannot omit to obferve, that the public teachers of 
Chriftianity, the minifters of the gofpel, fhould be {cribes 
well inftruéted into the kingdom of God and able to bring 
from the gofpel treafure things new and old, and their view of 
the leading Chriftian truths and duties fhould be juft, diftinct, 
and clear ; they muft be found.in the faith; the pure fyftem of 
Chriftian truth muft be their chofen religion, and to practice 
itin their lives and preach it te ethers, their mof delightful 


employment. 
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Religious focieties have the moft feeling and cogent argu- 
ments to feck for fuch minifters, and fuch only, and when ob- 
tained, to efteem them very highly in love for their work’s 
fake ; and to ftrengthen their hands and encourage their hearts 
by hearing, fo that their own fouls may live, and doing their 
utmoft to advance the faving knowledge of the truth in others. 

Parents and heads of families have an exceedingly impor- 
tant betruftment, refpe€ting their children and the youth of 
the rifing age, to “ train them up in the nurture and admoni- 
tion of the Lord.” They muft teach them “the firft princi- 
ples of the oracles of God.” It bas been a favourite faying, 
that “ we muft not teach our children what to think, but how 
tothink.” This faying mutt originate in great ignorance of 
the moral caft and ftate of our children’s minds, or the Chrif- 
tian fyftem, or of both childhood and youth in the feafons of 
the faireft hope for man. Ic is then that the feeds of know- 
ledge and virtue are ufually fown, which fpring in mature 
years, and produce the bleffed harveft of wifdom and piety, 
and ripen inte ufefulnefs en earth and final glory in heaven. 

Finally— The truth and excellency cf the Chrifiian religion 
and its importance to man, call upon ail of us to know, love 
and practice it as our calling, and the bufinefs of our lives, in 
all our relatiens to God and man, with aconttant and ferious 
view of the prefence of God, our near approach to the world 
of fpirits and the retributiens of eternity. 








ORIGINAL LETTER 
OF THE REV. RICHARD BAXTER. 
Written nearly 150 years ags; taken from an Englifp Magazive. 
To EsR. Efq. 


Srr, 


(IE many ebligations laid upon me by the kindnefs of 

your parents, and the laft requeft of your mother on 
your behalf, command me to make known my thoughts to you 
eoncerning your prefent and everlafting itate. 
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I know the grace of God is free, and that many parents 
are in heaven, whofe children are in hell; but yet, fome re- 
fpeét the mercy of God hath to children for their parents’ 
fake ; which puts me in fome, hope of you ; and, for myfeif, 
I cannot think of your mother, whofe foul is iow with God, 
without a ftrong affeétion to her offspring ; which will not 
fuffer me to fee” you perifh in utter filence, and to forbear 
my admonition, how ungrateful foever it may prove to your 
corruption. 

I have long enquired after your welfare; and, from the 
voice of Fame, [ heard a very fad report of ‘you: lt hat yor 
were quite given up to drinking, {porting, idle company and 
courfes, in flat licentioufnefs, in your difobedience to your 
father, and to the grief of his heart; and that, as you were a 

child when you fhould have been a man, fo now you grow 
worfe than man or child; fo that your father has purpofed to 
marry, and difinherit you, fo that he might not leave: his eftate 
to fuch a —-——-. I was loth to credit this report, but made 
further enquiry of fome that I knew to be vour friends, and all 
confirmed it ; fo that I am in great fears left it be true. 

Sir, believe it, thefe lines are not begun to you without 
tears. Alas! that the only fon, the too much beloved darling 
of my dear deceafed friend, fhould prove a wretch, an invin- 
cible negle&ter of God, ‘ind his falvation, and an bedr of éver- 
Jafting snileiy hioiuuaas converfion )! Shall the foul of fuch an 
affectionate, careful mother fee you in damnation? | Shall the 
heart of a loving father, who looked for his greate ft earthly 

comfort im you, have his greateft earthly forrow from you ? 
Is it not forrow enough to him to part with half b mfelf, but 
he muft fee his only fon as loft and dead while he 1s alive? 

Sir, if you cannot feel words, you fhall fhortly have that 
which will make you feel. What ! is your heart become a 
ftone? Have you fo lately feen the face of death in a deceafed 
Pena and do you no beiter bethink you of your own? I be- 
feech you, for the fake of her that charged you by her laft words 
to yeu, to be ruled by me; nay, I befeech you for the fake of. 
God and of your foul, that you would take thefe lines a little 
lito your private fetiows thoughts, if you know how to be fe 
rious 3; and that you will not proceed any further in your fol- 
ly, till you can tell how to anfwer the queftions which I thall 
now put Lo ai oe 
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Sir, what do you think on? Do you not believe that the 
infinite God beholdeth you, and that you live in his pretence? 
Is God’s prefence nothing to you? Are you affected with 
nothing but what you fee? Do you live only by fenfe, and not 
by faith? Say not fo, witheut an acknowledgment of brutith- 
nefs ; do not fo, unlefs you will difown your manhood, 

I befeech you, teH me, do you ever think of dying, and of 
what follows? If not, what fhift do you make to overcome 
your wit, fo far as to forget it? If you do, what fhift make 
you to overcome your wit and fenfe itfelf fo far as to difregard 
it? Can your guilty foul endure the terrors of z2n offended 
Majefty? Is it nothing to be condemned by the moft holy God 
to everlafting torments ¢ 

Sir, you had beft bethink you quickly whom you have to 
do with. It is not only an earthly father that you offend, but 
you are a creature and a fubjeét of eternal Majeity. Yowsowe 
him your higheft love and obedience; and he will have it, or 
he will have your heart’s blood for it. He will make you 
know yourfelf, and know your Maker, and know his laws, 
and know your duty—or he will .make you howl in endlefs 
mifery for it. You may make bold with a man like yourfelf; 
but be not too bold with the confuming fire. The fun is dark- 
nefs in comparifon of his glory; the heavens and:tarth are but 


as an hand-breadth in comparifon of his infinitenefs; “Thou- . 


fands and ten thoufands of glorious angels are praifing and 
ferving him, while fuch a thing as you are flighting, forgetting 
and difobeying him. And do you think he will long put up 
with this at your hands ? If you dare take your Prince by the 
throat, if you-dare play with a raging hungry lion, yet do not 
play with the wrath of God, If you dare venture on fire or. 
water, yet learn more wit than to venture on hell-fire. 
Do you think thefe are but empty words ? Believe you not 
a life to come? If you do not, your unbelief fhall not procure 
your efcape ; but experience fhall convince you, and make 
you, in fpite of you, believe or confefs that there is an end- 
lefs life that you fhould have provided for. If you do believe 
it, are you out of your wits, man, to believe ong thing and do 
another?—to believe that you are near to heaven or hell, and 
yet make light of it! | 
O, Sir, it is but a few days that you have to take your flefhlv 
pieafures in; but it is long, and long indeed that you muf 
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fuffer for it, if fpeedy, found converfion prevent it not. How 
many years muft your rotten Acfh and bones lie in the earth, 
while your foul is paying dear for your wilfulnefs ! And now 
many milliens of years after muft foul and body lie in hell } 
Wil you take comfort in the remembrance of your prefent 
pleafures ? Will it eafe your torments, think you, to remem- 
a — once you had your will, and once you gratified your 
Sir, deal plainly and not deceitfully with yourfelf. Are you 
coniiderately refulved to fell all your hopes of heaven for your 
pleafures? Are you refolved of it? Will you make fo mad a 
bargain ? Will you venture upon hell for 2 little fenfual de- 
lighe ? If this be your deliberate refolution, jou be not wer 
thy the name of a man, nor worthy to come into the company 
of men. It it be not, what mean you, to do it? The Gover- 
nor and Judge of the world hath told you, that they that are 
after:the flefo, do mind the things of the fichh; and they that are 
after the Jpirit, the things of the [ptrit; that ta be carnally 
mindsd is death ; that if ye live after the flefb ye foall die; that 
they who are in the flefb cannot pleafe Goa 5 and that, if any man 
have not the {pirit of Christ, he is none of bis. 
Sir, all thefe, and a hundred more fuch, are the true words 
of God, which I mind yeu of, that you may fee who it is that 
ou are fo bold with, and what it is that you caft your foul 
on. Jeft not with damnation. Hearken not to the fuggeftions 
of your vain imagination, nor to the deceitful words of prat- 
ing fenfualifts, when you fee the words of God againft them. 
Remember who you are, and where you ftand: though you 
are a gentleman, you are but a lump of walking dirt, as to 
that bodily part which you pamper. You are continually in 
the hand of God. Hew afraid am [, leit 1 fhould ere long 
hear of your death, and fo you fhould be paf recovery in hell, 
and out of the reach of warnings and advice!) And what a 


bafe difhonour is it to your-underftancing, that you fhould fet 


fo high an eftimate on the fordid delights of your flefhly mind, 
as to caft away God, and Chrift, and heaven, and foul, and 
friends, and credit, and confcience, and all for them ! 

Why, Sir, is ic really your judgment, that your fiefhly 
pleafures are worth all thefe? If it be, what a blind and fot- 
tifh mind have you! I dare fay end profefs, that no man in 
Bzdlam hath a greater error. Uf it be not your judgment, will 
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you go againft your own judgment? Why, in this, you are 
far worfe than any beaft; fora beaft hath no reafon to rule 
his appetite, and fo dfobeveth not his reafon: but you have 
rezfon, if you will not ftifle and bury it, but ufe it. What is 
it that you love fo much, better than God, than Chriit, than 
heaven, and all? Is it drink and play, and flefhly pleaiure ? 
Why a heathen, a Turk, a dog a fwine, hath his part ia thele 
as well as yeu. Take it not ill that I {peak to you in fo pizin 
and homely a phrafe. I tell you the day is even at hand, when 
your tonzue fhall confefs, that I {poke noc half fo ill of your 
way of folly as 1t doch defcrve. You have read in Luke (the 
fixteenth) of him that was tormented in hell, becaufe be had 
his good things in this life, in gay cloathing aud delicious fare; 
and how much worfe than this do ycu ! 

O, Sir, remember fin is deceitful, the flefh is bafe, the world 
is worthlefs, pleafures here are fhort; but Ged is of infinite 
perfection ; heaven is a durable poffeffion; holinefs is {weet 
and amiabie ; the life of godlinefs is clean, and fafe and plea- 
fant. | 

fam loth to word it with you any further; but addrefs my- 
fel; to you, in the grief of my heart for your fin and mifery, 
with thefe three important requefts, which I intreat you, thar 

‘eu will net deny me. 

Firft, That you will, patiently and confiderately, read over 
and over this letter which I write to you. 

Secondly, That you will deliberately read over this treatife 
of convertion, which herewith I fend you; and as you go, ex 
amine your foul by it, aad allow it your moft fober folitary 
thoughts. 

Thirdly, That you would prefently, this night, betake 
yourfeif to God in prayer, upon yeur knees, and lament with 
tears your former folly, and earneftly beg his pard: ning grace, 
and befeech hum to give you a new, 2 holy, a mortified mince; 
and make this feriuufly your daily praétice; and then go ta 
your father, and on your knees confefs your fin and difobedi- 
ence, and beg his pardon, and promife unfeignedly to do fu 
no more; and that from this day forward, you will take your 
Hefhly difpofition for the great and dangerous enemy of your 
foul, on the conqueft of which your falvation lieth, and which 
you muft fludy to fubdue, and not to pleafe. Read what Paul 
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himfelf thought neceflary ;* and that you never more meddle 
with fports or recreations, or drink, or other flefhly pleafures, 
but foberly and ordinately, and no more than is needful to fit 
you for the fervice ef God; and that your care and bufinefs, 
and every day’s work may be (when you have bewailed your 
youthful folly} to do God all the fervice that you can, and 
make ready for your appearing before the Lord; and make 
fure of that everlafting glory which you have forfeited. 

Go not out of doors till-you have examined yourfelf whe- 
ther you goupon your matfter’s bufinefs, and whether your 
work be fuch as you could be comfortably found in, if death 
fhall call you before you come in again. 

One thing is needful, and all things elfe are toys. Choofe 
the better part, which fhall never be taken from you;+ hate 
fuch a difpofition as hankers after brutifh fenfual delights, and 
loveth pleafures more than God; and had rather be at fports, 
or drinking than in his fervice, and loves the company of mer- 
ry jovial fools better than of them that fear the Lord;} and 
had rather fport and talk away time, than {pend it in prepar- 
ing for eternal glory; for if this be che prefent frame of your 
mind, as true as the word of God is true, you are dead in fin 
and an heir of hell, and cannot be faved, unlefs converting, 
faving grace do make you a new creature, and give you a 
new heart, fo that ofd things pa/s away, and all things become 
new with you.§ : 

Sir, [ again befeech you to grant me thefe three requefts 
that I have made to you. It wou!d rejoice me much to hear 
of your converfion, as it grieves me to hear what you are, and 
fear what you will be. If you yield thus much to God and 
me, you will have the everlafting comfort of it. If you will 
not, I do teftify to your face, that it is not your flefhly plea-. 
fures, nor idle, delufory companions, nor your unbelief, ftu- 
pidity, falfe imaginations, or childifh folly, that fhall fave you 
from the buraing wrath of God; and I. profefs I had rather be 
a toad than you. And, let me add, the words of a dying mo- 
ther, and the earneft requefts of her and your yet furviving 
friend, fhall witnefs azainft you before the Lord, and aggra-. 
vate that load that muft be on your foul to all eternity. 


* 1 Cor. ix.ag—27 + Lukex. 42. Jf Pfa, xv. 4. 
§ 2 Cor. v. 57. 
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Sir, nobody fhall know from me what I write to you, if you 
keep it to yourfelf and amend ; and as long as no eye feeth it 
ut your own, the plaineft dealing in fo great a caufe, can be 
no injury to you. Bur let me tell you, if you fhall go on in 
folly, and turn not unto Ged, and live not in his fear, perhaps 
I may publith to the knowledze of the werld the admonition 
which I have given you, that your name may rot toall pofte- 
ec, and it may appear, that if you were difebedient to a dy- 
ing mother, I was faithful to the laft charge of a dying friend, 
and if you durft abufe the Lord by finning, fo durft not I by 
letting ycu alone. But God forbid that you fhould put me to 
this! I cannot, f will not yet give up my hope, that God hath 
mercy for a fon of fo many prayers and tears, which have been 
poured out for you by a faint now in heavens and which, the 
lord is witnefs, are feconded with the tears of your furviving 
monitor, with which thefe lines were begun, and are now 
ending and which fhall be followed with my prayers, while 
God will give mea heart to pray, that you may gretently 
prove a returning prodigal ; that both your earthly aturhea- 
venly Father may rejoice, and fay, This our fon was dead, and 
is alive again ; was lost, and is found. (Luke xv. 32. ) 1 pray 
you, read the whole chapter. 
Sir, [ remain an earneft defirer of your converfion and fal- 
vation, 
RICHARD BAXTER. 
September 17th, 1657. 4 : Pie 
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[From the Afembly’s Miffionary Magazine. } 


THOUGHTS ON THE MISSIONARY SPIRIT. 


\ELE attitude which the Church of Chrift has affumed in 

the prefent day, is truly interefting and fublime. Like 

her glorious head, fhe extends her view over the nations whom 
Satan holds in ca; ptivity, and fees with pity and concern their 
ignorance and mifery. She hears the cry of their wretched- 
nefs, and is calling into exercife her refources, that fhe may 
fend help, light, and falvation to the benighted, deftitute and 
Captive nations. The chains which load the poor African fhe 
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is breaking off, for the iflands of the fea fhe is preparing.fongs 
of joy; the wildernefs of America fhe is labouring to culti- 
vate, that it may become as a fruitful. garden, ana to the Hatt 

2 1s fending the tidings of truth and righte -oufnels. 

The M: iffionary Spirit, which now pervades aud animates 
the ehurch, i is fuperior in its objeét to that of the reformation, ; 
the views of the one were bounded by the limits of Chriften- 
dom, the views of the other know no other limits but thase of 
the habitable world, Whether this fpirit be characterized by 
the Angel fying in the midit of heaven, having the everlaft- 
ing gofpel to preach unto them that dwell on earth, and to 
every nation and kindred, and tongue, and people, time muft 
declare. A view of its rife, progrefs and effects, will lead us 
to indulge hopes that it is deftined by the great Head of the 
Church, :f not to enlighten the whole nord, yet to produce 
greater ‘efFeats than it has already produced, and to carry the 
gofpel treafure further than it has ever yet been carried. 

The circumftances in which the miffionary {pirit took its 
rife, it. ~ eate its heavenly origin. When the nations of Eu- 
rope were involved ina moft deftrudive war, and when eve- 
ry hing fcemed to confpire to fx the atzention of men upon 
th's temporal concern ; then this fpisi: firft began its opera- 
tions, and turned the attention of Chriftians from the kingdoms 
of the world to the kingdom of Jefus Chrift. In fuch cir- 

eumftances the firit. m fionary hociety was formed. The wif- 
dom of maa faid; Wait til pee ce has _reftored tranquility te 
tae nations before you engage in an undert aking fo arducug ; 
but the wifdom of God faie, ” Build y¢ my.temple, though the 
times be troubicfome. . 

The Moravian Brethren long befere this time were ho- 
noured of God with the firft portions of this glorious fpirit, 
and to take the lead in devifing plans for exending the gofpel 
to the benighted heathen. ‘This was as early as before the 
middle of the fattcentury. But the churches of London were 
pr incipally inftrumental in originating the extenfive exertions 
which ere now witnefled. Frofn them a zeal to extend evan- 
gelical miffions {pread to various churches in the kingdom of 
Great- Britain; from Britain it extended to various parts of 
Lurope, to Germany, Holland, Sweden ; from Europe having 
traveried the Atlantic, it reached the American fhores, and is 
now animating the churches in the United States. The idea 
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was truly fublime which was conceived by the Miffionary So- 
ciety of London, that of effeGtimg a general movement of the 
church upon earth: but fudlime as 1t was, it has been realiz- 
ed; the whole Chriftian chureh feems like a mighty army to 
unfurl its banners, and to be marehing towards the heart of 
Satan’s kingdom, and aiming a deftructive blow at his very 
throne. . | 

The fuccets of mifEonary efforts among the heathen ts pro- 
mifing. Atready the labourers have had fome recompence for 
their toil, which we hope may prove the frit fruits of a glo- 
sious harveft. The efteéts of the mifionary fpirit have been 
equally beneficial to the chriftian part of the world. Chrif- 
tiaits feel a greater intereft in the Redeemer’s kingdom, and 
{tronger defires for its profperity and extenfion. “Their defires 
have prompted ardent and fervent prayers for the fuccefs of 
the gofpel, and the falvation of heathen nations. Their pray- 
ers have returned in bleflings on their own heads. They have 
found by happy experience, the truth of chat promife, “ The 
liberal foul fisall be made fat.”” The Chriftian church has pi- 
tied the heathen, and God has pitied ker. She hath feund her 
compaffion and liberality to the deftitute abundantly recom- 
penfed by the compaffion and liberality of her God. Revivals, 
numerous, extenfive, and important, have taken place in va- 
rious parts of her dominions. So that the objection which has 
been raifed againft diftant miffions is without force; for ne- 
ver was the gofpel more extenfively and fuccefsfully preached 
in Proteftant Chriftendom, than fiance the church began to 
compaifionate the heathen, and to fend miffienaries to diftant 
parts of the world. 

Jn this country revivals of religion and a f{pirit of mifions 
were preceded by a concert ef praver in the evanzelical 
churches of feveral denominations. This is to be regaréed as 
the bezinning and the prefage of a change for the better.— 
‘Then the news of the miffions that were begun in Europe 
feemed to eletrify the friends of vital piety throughout our 
country, amd to be inftrumental in producing the prefent fa- 
vourable ftate of religion. Previoufly to thefe events, Chrif- 
tians were flumbering. The flate of the church was little 
preferable ta that fhadowed forth by the dry bones in Ezekiel’s 
vilion. But when this fpirit breathed, a movement was feen 
in her members, and life began to pervade minifters and peo- 
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ple. The effect produced by the tidings of what the Lendon 
Miffionary Society was doing, refembled the effect produced 
among a people in a ftate of oppreffion, by hearing that a de- 
liverer had arifen, and gained a fignal viétory over their ene- 
mies. Chriftians were roufed from their inaétivity and flum- 
bering. ‘They felt their love to the church revived and their 
zcal awakened. Animated by the fame fpirit, they began to 
coale‘ce with their brethren beyond the Atlantic in the fame 
caufe, and to unite in fimilar meaftires for fending the gofpel 
to the deftitute in our own Country, and to the Indian tribes. 
Feeling more than ever the importance of religion, they lifted 
their ¢ry to God in heaven, who; always ready to bear the 
prayers of,his people, pitied the languifhing ftate of his chureh, 
and fent down his fpirit to revive religion. Great things hath 
God done for his American Zion. To fuch a low condition 
had her interefts been depreffed, that fome began to entertain 
apprehenfions that even in this land of liberty, perfecution 
would foon lift her deftroying arm. But, behold, infidelity is 
retiring abafhed and confounded from the public view, the 
children of Zion have taken their harps from the willows, and 
are finging fongs of praife in honour of God her Saviour.— 
Encouraged by recent events, Chriftians are looking with a 
pleafing expectation for the fpeedy accomplifhment of thofe 
glorious promifes recorded in the holy Scripture concerning 
the church’s future profperity. = ek ia tal 
This is the Lord’s doing, and It is marvellous im our eyes. 
A fpirit fo active, fo beneficial, fo honourable, it fhould be 
the concern of every Chriftian to cherifh, promote, and ex- 
tend as far as poflible. What might not be expeéted, were 
every follower of Jefus Chrift animated by its influence, and 
deeply affected with compaflion to the heathen? Could that 
God, (with reverence be it fpoken) who ftyles himfelf the 
hearer of prayer, withftand the united fupplications which 
would afcend to his throne from the whole Chriftian church, 
for the fpread of his gofpel among the heathen nations? Am- 
ple funds would foon be raifed to execute the moft extenfive 
lans; for then every Chriftian would contribute willingly, 
and think himfe!f honoured in being able to afford aid in the 
éaufe of Jefus Chrift. Nor would miffionaries be wanting. 
As a band of men whofe hearts God had touched followed af- 
ter Saul when he was made king, fs it would be found that’ 
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inany, with their hearts touched by the fame invifible hand, 
would follow the miffionary ftandard, and with undaunted 
courage go, in the ftrength of their great Captain, into regions 
where Satan bears the thoft uncontrouled fway. Exertions 
made by fuch men; fupported by ample funds, and aided. by 
the prayers of all Chriftians, would promife glorious fuccefs. 
When fhall a day fo honotirable to the church arrive? Is it 
far off? 

Chriftians, as the church is made up of individuals, let each 
one do what may be in his power to haften the arrival of this 
gay.- Let him cherifh a miffionary fpirit in his own heart ; 
let him compaffionate the heathen and the deftitute congrega- 
tions on our frontiers; let him pray that God would give 
him more concera for immortal fouls, and that he weuld ani- 
mate his brethren with a like concern. Were you, tndividu- 
ally, to purfue fuch a line of conduct; it would have the moft 
friendly influence on your perfonal piety, as well as frengthen 
and extend the operations of the miffionary fpirit. “If I for- 
get thee, O Jerufalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. 
If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of 
my mouth ; if I prefer not Jerufalem abeve my chief joy. 











[From the Affembly’s Magazine } 


REVARKES ON THE LATE REVIVALS OF 
RELIGION. 


: HE olory of Chrift, and the fuccels of his kingdom, of 
ail things lie neareft to the heart of a Chriftian, while 

he lives and acts in character ; and this dees not depend on 
one or two, but on many caules, We are told in prophecy; 
that his people fhall dwell alone, and thall not be reckoned a- 
mong the nations; and by our Lord, that they are not of the 
world, but that he has chofen them out of the world, and there- 
fore the world hates them. [t is therefore perfectly natural to 
fee their attention much engaged with what we have heard for 
years paft, from fo many diftant parts of our country, of are- 
Vival of religion and the cppofition made to it ¥ nor is it Rrange’ 
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to fee a vaft difference of opinions. This emboldens me ta 
give my opinion very briefly through your magazine; and I 
have in my eye, not the profane and ignorant, who care for 
none of thefe thingss but rather very many whe think all they 
hear is new, ftrange, and out of the common way in which 
they have been ufed to hear, think and fpeak, aod therefore 
doubtful; and it is true that there has not been any very great 
Or uncommon revival ef religion here within the memories of 
inott who are now living. But if we think a moments, I pre- 
fume we fhal! all agree that the converfion of any finner is, 
In a certain fenfe, a miracle. Now, can any thing be more 
weak or wrong, than to lay down a uniform rule how that is 
to be done which is quite above nature? Yet this is the very 
difyofition of human nature. It is never fo ardent to do any 
thing as that which cannot be done, either in fpirituai or tems 
poral things; witnefs the long purfuit after the difcovery of a 
perpetual motion, &c. But fay fome, falling down and cry- 
ing out, we do not underftand. I fuppofe neither the apoftle 
Paul until after he did fall and rife agains; mor did the jailor 
who fell at his feet afterwards ; the Plalmift was made to roar 
through the difquietnefs of his heart, and Habakkuk quivered, 
and rottennefs entered into his bones. Now, what if thefe 
peculiar circumftances had not happened to them? Thefe 
things in themfelves were not their converfion ; ‘the want of 
them would not have hindered it, had it pleafed God to fub- 
ftitute fomething elfe in their place. There were fire, ftorm 
and earthquake, but the Lord was not in them, yet they went 
before the {till fmall voice. If we read the accounts of the 
converfion of Luther, Junius, Beza, Bolton, Latimer, and 
’ Halyburton, we fhall find perbaps many peculiarities for which 
no fcripture examples can be given. But will any man fay 
for want of that all was delufion with them? I prefume not. 
But fay fome, a divifion has taken place in Kentucky, among 
the friends of this work; it will all end where it began. But 
how would it have been if the church had objected to the A- 
poftles becaufe they once had a thief and a traitor among 
them ? Or to John, the laft of them, becaufe a party went out 
from him that never truly belonged to him? There are a-few 
in Kentucky, caft out of the church, or rather who have caft 
themfelves out; but it is weak, if not wicked, to ftrive to at- 
tach their folly and weaknels to the church to which they once 
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belonged. He would be counted a bad farmer, that would 
reject his wheat becaufe he found it mingled with tares and 


chaff. I am far from thinking well of many irregularities 
that have taken place in many parts of our country; but was 


ic ever otherwife on a like occafion? I prefume one great rea-. 


fon of the diverfity of opinion on. this fubjeét is, the church 
is at prefent unhappily divided and fubdivided, ‘iid it i$ natu- 


ral for all to think beft of the party to which they belong, and 
be the dividing tine ever fo finall, Jet it be real or imaginary, | 


a motehill will foon become a mountain, and, whatever may 
teke place beyond their own pale is imajediat ely fufpected.— 
Can any good come out of Nazareth? And prejudiced peo- 
pie generally converfe with and draw their information from 
thofe of the fame caft with themfelyes. “The teftimony be- 
ing thus partial and ex-parte, a true verdict cannot be ex- 
pecte d. If fuch people perceive an intimation, though no 
larger than Etijah’s cloud at firft appeared, yet it will foon 


overfpread and darken all their harikor: notwithitanding the 


favourable accounts we have had from many wife and learned 
men in very diftant parts, as well as in many inftances from 
the very enemies of the work themfelves. Some well mean- 
ing people doubt, becaufe it feems of fhort duration in fome 
places; but I humbly think a fovereign Ged is in noth: ing 

more fo than in his works of grace and mercy. . It is not his 
ordinary way to keep his pecple long with a full cup in their 


hand, 
God went up from Abraham in the place where he talked 


with him, and Peter was but a {hort while on the mount un- 
til he did not know what he was faying, and his matter had 
inuch to fay to his difcip'es oa a certain occafion, but they 
could not then bear it. Upon the whole it is a good caution 
given us in I Cor. iv. and 5. “ Judge nothing before the time 
until the Lord come ;’’ and it deferves notice, that there aié 
hone fo apt to judge others as thofe who are remifs in judg? 


ing them mfel Ves. " 
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to fee a vaft difference of opinions. This emboldens me ta 
give my opinion very briefly through your magazine; and [ 
have in my eye, not the profane and ignorant, who care for 
none of thefe things, but rather very many whe think al] they 
hear is new, ftrange, and out of the common way in which 
they have been ufed to hear, think and fpeak, aad therefore 
doubtful; and it is true that there has not been any very great 
or uncommon revival ef religion here within the memories of 
inolt who are now living. But if we think a moment, I pre- 
fume we {hall all agree that the converfion of any finner is, 
in a certain fenfe, a miracle. Now, can any thing be more 
weak or wrong, than to lay down a uniform rule how that is 
to be done which is quite above nature? Yet this is the very 
difgofition of human nature, It is never fo ardent to do any 
thing as that which cannot be done, either in fpiritual or tem. 
poral things; witnefs the long purfuit after the difcovery of a 
perpetual motion, &c. But fay fome, falling down and cry- 
ing out, we do not underftand. I fuppofe neither the apoftle 
Paul until after he did fall and rife agains mor did the jailor 
who fell at his feet afterwards; the Pflalmift was made to roar 
through the difquietnefs of his heart, and Habakkuk quivered, 
and rottennefs entered into his bones. Now, what if thefe 
peculiar circumftances had not happened to them? Thefe 
things in themfelves were not their converfion ; ‘the want of 
them would not have hindered it, had it pleafed God to fub- 
ftitute fomething elfe in their place. There were fire, ftorm 
and earthquake, but the Lord was not in them, yet they went 
before the ftill fmall voice. If we read the accounts of the 
converfion of Luther, Junius, Beza, Bolton, Latimer, and 
’ Halyburton, we fhall find perbaps many peculiarities for which 
no fcripture examples can be given. But will any man fay 
for want of that all was deiufion with them? I prefume not. 
But fay fome, a divifion has taken place in Kentucky, among 
the friends of this work; it will all ead where it began. But 
how would it have been if the church had objected to the A- 

oftles becaufe they once had a thief and a traitor among 
them ? Or to John, the laft of them, becaufe a party went out 
from him that never truly belonged to him? There are a-few 
in Kentucky, caft out of the church, or rather who have caft 
themfelves out; but itis weak, if not wicked, to ftrive to at- 
tach their folly and weakneds to the church to which they once 
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belonged, He would be counted a bad farmer, that would 
reject his wheat becaufe he found it mingled with tares and 


chaff. I am far from thinking weil of many irregularities 
that have taken place in many parts of our country; but was 


ic ever otherwife on a like occafion? I prefume one great rea~. 


fon of the diverfity of opinion on. this fubjeét is, the church 
is at prefent unhappily divided and fubdivided, ‘iid it i$ natu- 


ral for all to think beft of the party to which they belong, and 
be the dividing tine ever fo funall, let it be real or imaginary, - 


a moiehill will foon become a mountain, and. whatever may 
teke place beyond their own pale if immedtat ely fufpeSted.— 
Can any good come out of Nazareth? And prejudiced peo- 
pie generally converfe with and draw their information from 
thofe of the fame caft with themfelyes. “The teftimony be- 
ing thus partial and ex-parte, a true verdict cannot be ex- 
pected, If fuch people perceive an intimation, though no 
larger than Elijah’s cloud at firft appeared, yet it will foon 


overfpread and darken all their horizon, notwithftanding the - 


favourable accounts we have had from many wife and learned 
men in very diftant parts, as well as in many inftances from 
the very enemies of the work themfelves. Some well mean-= 
ing people doubt, becaufe it feems of fhort duration in fome 
places ; ; but I bumbly think a fovereign Ged is in noth: ing 
more fu than in his works of grace and mercy. It is not his 
ordinary way to keep his pecple long with a full cup in their 


hand. 
God went up from Abraham in the place where he talked 


with him, and Peter was but a {hort while on the mount un- 
til he did not know what he was faying, and his mafter had 
inuch to fay to his difcipies oa a certain oceafion, but they 
could not then bear it. Upon the whole ic is a good caution 
given.us in I Cor. iv. and 5. “ Judge nothing before the time 
until the Lord come ;” and it deferves Bist that there aie 
hone fo apt to judge others as thofe who are remifs in judg? 


ing themfelves. Na . 
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Revival of Religion 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION 
IN BUFFALO CONGREGATION, 


Wafhington County, Pennfylvania. 
, ! VAIS congrezation was deftitute of the ftated miniftry 


| oof the rotpel from the beginning of the year 1798 un- 
til i accepted their callin OStober 1800, I found the people 
of the conzregation united in love to each other, attentive to 
the means of falvation, and ‘warmly attached to the dorines 
of grace, which, for many years, had been faithfully preached 
to them. The number of members in full communion in the 
chaorch was ahour 220. Many of thefe, with others fince re- 

moved to d:fferent pre of the country, or to the church tri- 
umohant above, had experienced the faving power of divine 
grace on ‘heir hun twenty-three years ago, when a very 
great revival of religion took place, under the miniftry of the 
R-v, Jofeph Smith; end at later periods under his and os 
vev. Toomas Mia quiis’s miniftry; the reality of which i 

fell es ences by their evangelical knowledge, practical sey, 

aad fkaicét church di feipline. 

During the two fief years of my miniftry, the apparent in 
creafe of religion among them was but fmall. In the § fummer 
of 1802, about twenty carelefs perfons were convinced of their 
fin and mifery, and many of the pious were awakened out of 
carnal flumber, and quickened in their chriftian courfe, by the 
adminiftration of the word and ordinances of God. In Oc- 
to>er, fame who had been long exercifed under pungent cor- 
viclions, without manifefting any unufual evidence of the ine 
tens exercifes of their minds, and fome who, until that time, 
had been carelefs and hardened in fin, were convinced, in an 
uncommon degree, of the dreadful nature of fin, and obtained 
an extraordinary fenfe of the ws al ofa Chriftlefs ftate. This 
was followed, in fome eg gradually, and in others inftantly, 
with a total lofs of bodily ftrength, fo that they fell to the 
ground, like Saul of Tarfus—and with opprefiion of the heart 
and lung:—with fufoenfion of breath—with fobs and loud 
cries. The fame perfoni were often affected in this way, in 
the worfhipping congregation, and much more frequently in 

their private retirements for reading, meditation and prayé@ty. 
nd in converfation with chriftiaa friends, for many fuceced- 
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tng months. But many who were the fubjects of the gracious 
operations of the Holy Spirit, as chriftian charity muft believe, 
were not at all affected in this manner. 

Others were fubje& to violent bodily affeGtions, who never 
had, that I could difcover, any true fenfe of the dreedful na- 
ture of fin, and of their /prritual death, and of the enmity of 
their carnal minds againft GOD. Neither did they appear to 
have any clear fenfe of their need of Chrift in his mediatorial 
offices, to enlighten, pardon and fanétify them. ‘That which 
fo greatly affcétcd them, was a conviction of guilt, on account 
of fome of their finful afions—or of che general cou: fe of their 
life, foolifh, rebeliious, unprofitable, and profane—or of their 
prefent ftupiditv, while others were apparent'y endeavouring 
to “ work out their { Ivarion with fear and trembling,” ac- 
companied with imprefiive apprehenfions of the “ wrath to 
come.” Butas thefec nviciions were fuperficial, the impref- 
fions and purpofes produced by them were tranfient as “ the 
morning cloud or early dew.’ In a fhort time their carnal 
minds fusk down into their habitual ffupidity, or returned to 
epen profanity ; “having no root they withered away.”’ 

Thefe few mournful cafes cught to have been, and by wife 
fpeCtators actually were, improved as impreffive iluftrations 
of the feripture doctrine of the total depravity of human na- 
ture, and its conitant difsofition, while unfubdued, to refift 
the Soirit of God, and fettle down ina flate of carnal fecurity. 
Many were taught thereby “ not to be bigh minded, bur t6 
fear,” and to examine the foundation en which their own hope 
of perfeveranee was built. 

But others made a fatal ufe of thef: cafes. They were erh- 
barrafled and mifled, when they obferved, among thofe whe 
had been greatly affeéted with a fenfe of divine things, a few 
Jeofing their ferious impreffions and returning to folly. They 
ftood in doubt about the whole work—were not thankful for 
ite-nor fuitably engaged to obtain the blefings which flowed 
freely around them. Some profane people endeavoured td 
enfnare fuch of the awakened as they had accefs to, or autho- 
rity over, by enticing them into the company which they fer- 
merly Joved, and engaging them in drinking, dancing, ard 
levity. Thefe dreadful fchemes to deftroy unwary fouls, have 
apparently fucceeded.in two or three inftances. Betices the 
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cafe of thefe apoftates, we found many things to mourn over; 
and toreprove. ‘The fubjeéts of the work were of various 
defcriptions, but a!l of them rebels and enemies againft God, 
juft awakened to a fenfe of their danger, carneftly enquiring 
whit they fhould do to be faved; but igaorant of the way of 
falvation, and prone to eftablifh their own rizhteoufnefs, they 
very flowly received “ the things of the Spirit of God, which 
are {piritually difcerned.” With a few exc eptions, they con- 
tinued a long time under the Spirit of bondage, without ob- 
taining accefs with boldnefs to the throne of grace, and coms 
fortable hope of acceptance with God through our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. They fell into various temptations ; the fenfe of di- 
vine things decreafed ; the depravity of their hearts prevailed, 
and old habits, for a fhort time, recovered ftrength. They 
frequently thought themfelves to be forfaken by the Spirit of 
God, and juftly left to perifh in their fins, Again the word 
of God was made powerful to awaken all the powers of the 
foul to ftrive to enter inte life. Then their hopes revived.-— 
But the fame divine word, whilft they read, or liftened to the 
adminiftration of it, pierced their hearts, expofed their felf- 
righteoufnefs to view, laid open the intrinfie evil of fin, and 
convinced them indeed that none but Jefus could fubdue and 
fave them. When God was pleafed “to change their mourn- 
ful {tate,” very few received fuch tranfporting manifeftations 
of the Lord Jefus Chrift, and the new covenant plan of fal- 
vation, accompanied with fuch a fenfe of their intereft there- 
in, as produced {trong afiurance and rapturous joys. Yet it 
does appear, that they obtained fuch illumination of mind in 
the knowledge of Chrift, and apprehenfion of the mercy of 
God in him, as has been fufiicient to win their hearts, to fub- 
due them to cheerful obedience, and to make them hate and 
depart from iniquity. 

I do not write this to depreciate the gracious work of God 
in this congregation, but to give a faithful account of things 
as they rea lly were. 

On the whole, they have a clear, impreffive, and abiding 
fenfe of the evil nature of fin, in their hearts and lives, and of 
their moral inability to recover themfelves out of their ftate 
of fin and mifery, and of their need of Chrift in each of his 
offices. Their humility is deep, their forrow for fin pungent 5 
their Jove of the worfhip and ordinances of God, and his peo- 
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ple, and his law, is indifputable. Their lives are reformed 
in the fight of all men, and their knowledge of the doctrines of 
religion is greatly increafed and cleared up. ‘Their diftruft 
of themfelves, of their attainments, experiences and hopes, 
fhews that “ the fecrets of their hearts are made manifeft”’ to 
them ; and makes them earneftly attentive to thofe books and 
fermons, in which the principal doétrines of the gé.pcl are 
moitt clearly explained and applied, and the various falie hopes: 
aud vain refuges of the deceived heart are detected. 

But while { thus write I have not my eye on every fubs 
je& of the late work who has been received into the church. 
The cafe of fome of thefe has been for fome time paft doubt. 
ful, and is becoming more fo. But I muft add, to the praife 
of free grace, they are but few. If feme of them fhould 
bring great difhononr on the caufe of Chrift while they live, 
and in the end go to perdition, it will be no more than what 
is now feared, and earneftly deprecated, by their Paftor. Ye 
young profeffors undér my charge, “I befeech you by the 
mercies of God,” when you read this paragraph, to enquire, 
1sir ]? Purfue the inquiry in the diligent ufe of all the means 
you enjoy, until it be comfortably refolved in your favour: 
that you may be found in Chrift, and be prefented holy, and 
unblameable, and unreproveable before the prefence of his 
glory, with exceeding joy. 

Fifty-five perfons, who are fruits of the revival, are added 
to the church. The addition of a number more is exvected. 
Although a multitude are ftill manifeftly pafled by and I<ft on 
the broad road that leads to deftruction, yet the friends of 
Chrift will gratefully acknowledge his power and grace, and 
afcribe to the praife ef his glory, the good things done for thefe 
few, : 

any experienced Chriftians have been vifited in mercy, 
and had their graces much revived. Some of them became 
fubje&t to the fame bodily affelions mentioned above. When 
the word of truth was made to thine into their hearts, and to 
make manifeft their indwelling fin—their want of conformity 
to the civine law—their abufe of mercies and privileges ; and 
to excite evangelical repentance, felf-abafement, and ardent 
defire for pardon and fan&tification ; their bodily ftrencth failed 
as their mental exercife becamz intenfe; every nerve was un- 
ftrung; they fell and cried out, although the higheft fenfe of 
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470 Sigus of a decaying Christian. 
ducy, of honeur, and of fhame, was exerted to fupprefs the 
cries val conceal the emoiions of the foul. 
Muy every reader experience the fame mercy, either with 
or without the bodily affect:ons, as the fovereign King of Z\- 
Qa may Ordain—is the pi ayer ol their f@ nel weil- wither, 
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THR Edtors have been very d.fircus to afcertain the 
" number which have been added to the church, within the 
) vounds of their Synod, fince the wo:k began; burt bave ony 
been able to collet the number which has been adinitted tn 
twelve congregations in the bounds of the Preibytery ef Ohio, 
which amounts to five hundred aud fix.y-cs0. 






















SIGNS OF A DYING, OR DECAYING CHRIS. 
TIAN. 


I. HEN you are fo ind ferent to affomble, or fre- 
quent the chu.ch of G d, that you can come, or 
you Camiot com, at your pleafure. 
2. When, in your fUle nneft worfhip, you are quickly wea- 
ry withour warraotable caufe. 
3 Woaen tew fernons will pleefe you ; cither you like not, 
th matier, or manner, or man, or place. 
4. When you imiak you know cnough. j 
5 When a finall occafion will keep vou from Chrift’s ta- 
ble, or communion with the church of G d. 
6. When you have utualiy no great mond to prayer. 
7. When reading the Hol, Serictures is more burthenfome 
a 
8 


















i delightiul, 
. When you are mighty. inqu ficive after novelties or new 
thin s, rather than wholetome doctrine. 

Wraen you are fo litte prepared for the folemn affem- 
blics, that they come before you think of them, or long for 
them. 

10 When ycu come to the affembly more for fear of the 
~— ren’s eve, than Ci rift? s omaifcient and all-picreing eye. 

. When you will rather betray the name of Chrift Jefus, 
id ee creait of his gofpel, by your hilence, than appear fos 
it to your owa fuffcring aud difparagement. 
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12, When, at a {mail offence, you are ufually fo impatient 
that you commit great fin. 

? 

13. When jou are more fare ful to get the words of Chritt 

"s people ;—the fa rm than the 


§ 


people, than the f pirit ef Chri 


power. 
14. When you are net much troubled at your own mifcar- 


riages, be ‘le they are kept from paves view. 

15. When you love /east thule Chrittians that d 
faith! ‘Ny with you, in the opening your fores, and sesadaviice 
you remedic 

16. When you pray more for afl: tions being removed than 
fanétified, 

17. When under God’s calamity, you can meither find ne- 
ceflity, nor excezliency, to humble yourfelves by fafling and 
prayer. 

18, When the thought of your bofom } lua, or any other fin, 
is more prevalent with you, than pleafing God. 

Fg. When you are mighty curious about the Jeffer matters 
of God’s law, and mighty carcl {, about the weightier. 

20. Waen the Holy Spirit’s help to the great work of mor- 
tification, fecms not of abfolute neceflity to you. 

2i..When you are fo ignorant of your fpiritual fanding, 
ae you know not whether you grow or decay. 

2. When increafe of time in Chrift’s acquaintance, werk- 
- acer of affection to Chrift’s a. CAmpAny. 
23. When great c fias f feem {malier, and {mall fins feem none 
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24. When your tengue Is frequentin coud of leffer 
miferies, and filent in prailing for creater mercies, 
5. When your fenfe of the great worth of time is f final}, 
thar: you are turned prodigal. | 
26, When a watchful care of a godly life, and Chriftia 
saelige tei is more accidental than habitual. 
27. When care for your body ts u! ‘ually moift pleafant, and 
meget for vour foul ufuaily moft irkfome. 
28. When you are much a ftranger to the practical) part of 
epee on the word and works of God. 
. When the thoughts of a dying Jefus, for your fins, deth 


bitele di Tuade you from an arya converfation. 
ather 


30. When you can remember paft fins committed, rath: 
With liking than lething. 
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31. When you can {ce fpectacles of mortality carrying te 
their long home, and be as practically unconeernéd, as though 
yourfelves we.e exempted from the like ftate of mortality. 

32. When you find greater fatistaciion in the company of 
the world, than with the people of Ged. | 








= 








[ From the London Evangelical Magazxine.] 


HIN TS 
To fach as take the lead in Meetings for Social Prayer. 


ro 


fpiritual perfon, as means of procuring fpirttual blefings, 
efpecially the Divine prefence in ordinances, and a more ex- 
enfive fpread of the glerivus gofpel; for which reafons we 
fhould thus pray for the peace and profperity of Ferufalem, for 
they foall profper who love hir. ? . 

Decency and order, requi ‘ite in every religious inftitution, 
are peculiarly fo in this. “It were indeed a great pity that an 
ordinance fo adapted to general advantage 2s that of Social 
Prayer, fhould be difefteemed and negle&ed, in confequerce 
of any difgufting inadvertency in thefe who vecal/y engage 
therein. Let fuch candidly fuer the word of exhortation. 

It is common to diftinguifh between the grace and grft of 
prayer. 

The former comprizes reverence of the majefty of God; a 
dvep fenfe of our own unwerthine/s, neceffities and fins; with 
penitent, thankful and enlarged hearts; with understanding, 
faith, fincerity, fervency, love and perfeverance; thercin wait- 
ing upen God, with holy fubmiffien vo his wail. ste 

Tie latter refers to the moft iatellivible, agreeable, and e- 
difying mode of expreffing our cefires in prayer. . 

Superior attention muft ever be paid to the grace of prayer; 
but, for the purpofes of edification, &c. the gift mutt not be 
negleGted, buc treated with ferious, though tubordinate re- 
gard. oa aie 
None but perfons of irreproachable charafters, accsotable 
gifts, of feady and uniform walk in the obfervance of Divine 


( JCH meetings have ever been formed and attended by a 
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erdinances in general, fhould be permitted to exercife vocally 
in meetings for Social Prayer. ‘To fuch the following hints 
are humbly offered. 

1. Ufe comprebenfive brevity in prayer. Let your words be 
few ; for muca may be faid in little compafs. Prolixity en- 
creaches on time, occafiens unneceflary repetitions, fatigues. 
attention, and thereby d:fzufts the hearers. 

2. The voice fhould neither be too /ew nor too Joud, but a- 
dapted to the ability of the moft diftant perfons to hear, if at- 
tentive. The pronunciation fhould be diftinét and deliberate, 
and free frem unnatural tones. 
~ 3. Ifthe Royal Preacher fought to find out acceptable words 
in addrefling men, furely fome degree of regard is due to our 
words in addrefling God. Repeat not unneceflarily the Di- 
vine names. It is a fpecies of taking them in vain. Avoid 
preaching in prayer, impertinent familiarity of expreffion, ef- 
pecially all effe&ation and approach to bombast, as the abomi- 
nable 2bolition of a proud and prefumptucus mind. The moft 
beautiful ftyle for praver is that of fcripture, as Mr. Henry 
on the fubjeét fully exemplifies. 

4. Caretully guard againft that flutter of fpirits, and confz- 
guent confufion of min¢, which painfully obftruct the preper 
exercife of both gifts and graces. In order to this, regard 
God more, and men Iefs. Iinow before the fervice begins, 
your turn to exercife vocally, and let your mind be fo enga- 
ged with your intended petitions, &c. cs to allow you neither 
le fure nor inclination to contemplate what your brethren are 
thinking of you, Value popylar applaute lefs, and you will 
Jefs fear the want of it. : 

. When intervening exhortations are given in meetings 
for prayer, the fucceedizg prayer fhould correfpond to the ob- 
fervations made, and to the matter of the hymns fung. The 
hymns ithould be moderately fhort, judicioufly chofen, dif- 
tinGly read, and fung in tunes well known. 

Lastly. Let the prepofed times of beginning and ending the 
fervice be punQually obferved, that excufes for non-attend- 
ance drawn from encroachments on family obligations, may be 
effefually obviated. | 

Thus, brethren, endeavour to proceed, as valuable helps to 
God’s minifters,;—their Aarons and Hurs, to hold up their 
hands. And, as ufeful members of the refpective churches ef 
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Chriit to which you belong, co-operate with the glorious de- 
fign of the go!pel for the ¢ converfion of finners and the efta- 
blifhment of faints ; 5 and, fhortly,as good and faithful fervants, 
you will be received to the joy of your Lord, where prayer 


fhall be exchanged for eternal praife. 
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THE UNKNOWN GCD, 
WONDERFULLY REVRALING HIMSELF TO A POOR PAGAN 


EMMEHANULT, an Indian of the firft eminence in 
Martha’s vineyard, and his wife, buried their fir five 


children fucce!fi. ely, within ten days after the birth of each, 


notwithftanding the efforts of Powaws, and the ufe of medi. 


cines for their prefervation. In the year 1628, which Was 
befdre the En alifh fetiled there, a fixth child was born. The 


mother, agitated with ie left this child alfo fhould die, and 


utterly detpairing rof help from the means fhe had formerly 


tried, took the babe ia her arms and walked out into the field, 


that wien fhe might freely vent her { forrows and her tears.— 
While the was the re mau! ing on the infufficiency of all human 


heip, fhe fele it powerfully furgett ed to her mind, that there 


; 
is one Almighty God who is ta be prayed to—hat this God hath 
are all the things thet we  Rieagertg that the God who had 
ven being to herfeif, and all other people, and whe bad grren 
sis child ta ber, was eaft!y able to continue is life. 
Upon this, the poor Payan refolved that fhe would cry t 


this G. ap for that mercy; which the accordingly did. The if- 

fue was, that her child ved’: ; and her faith (fuch as it was) in 

H a ae thus anfwered her prayer, was.wonderfully firength- 

ened: the -sahdaletion of which caufed her to dedicate this 

child to the fervice of that God who had preferved his life. 
Soon after this the Eno!ifh came t: 


¢ » fertile in the ifland ; and 
he’ [adians who had been prefent at fome of their devotions, 
reparted that the man whe {poke amonz them frequently lock- 
ed upwards. (he woman hearing this, concluded that their 
aflemblies were for prayers, and ‘that their pravers were to 
that very God whom fhe had addreficd for the life of her 
child. In this opinion fhe was foon con hs mee when Mr. Ma- 


bzw preached t the G: ofpel there to che Ineéians 3 which Geofpel 
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fixe readily, cheerfully, and cordially embraced. And in the 
conf flion fhe made at her adcnullion into the church, fhe ic- 
Jared that preparation for the knowledge of Chrift, with whica 
God had fo wonder'ully favoured her. But that which ea- 
hances ‘his wonderful mercy is, that this very child has provea\ 
aneminent preacher of Chrilt among the Indiins. He is 
living at this very tim’, fays our author,* (1696) a very re- 
Jigious Coriftian, and a laborious munifter; be 1s paftor of an 
PIndien church, compofed of fome icores of regenerate fouls, 
z has tak n pains to extend the Gc fel to other Iidians on 
Mthe main jand, wich great fuccets. His name is Japhet. 

Who can tell how often the good Spirit may imprefs the 
mind of am Heathen? Who can teil how many Otaheitans, 
Indians and Africans may now be under fimiler impredfhons, 
“ 4 people prepared for the Lord,” to whom am fMionary may 
addrefs the words of St. Paul—* Whom, thereloie, ye :gne-~ 
rautly worfip, Him declare I unto you !” 











ANECDOTES. 


Cit. BASIL gives an account of forty foldiers, who &fer- 
wn) ed as Martyrs at Sebaftia, in Armenia, in the reign of 
Lic.aius, when the Gaverno , to coatrive 2 new method o: 
torment, had commanded them to ftand aaked all night in eve, 


frofty weather, in a pond of water. They frft gave tharks 
to God, that they put off their clothes and their fins together; 
and then ccmforted one another by balemcing their prefer 


harcfhips, with their future hores. “Ts the weather fha:y ?” 
faid they, “ Paradife is comiert: b’e and dclichtivl, Is the 
froft cold and fevere ? The rest thar remaincth for the pede 
of God is fweet and pleafanti—Let us hold out a little while, 
and Abraham’s bofom wiil refrefh and conifort us. We fh} 
change this one night for an eternal age or bappincés. EL 

our feet futer with the teverizy of the cold, fo that we grey 
forever rejoice and triumph wiih angels. Lct our hands {, iz 
down, fo that we may have liberty to lift them un to God -~ 
How many of our fellow foldiers have lof their Hives to hoo a 
tj 


faich with their temooral princes? And fhould we be unsaith- 


*Dr. Cotton Mather, iv bis Megnelia Chrifii Lmericana, Boat. p. 03 
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ful to the true King of Heaven? How many have juftly died 
for their crimes and villainies! And fha!l we refufe to die in 
the caufe of righteoufnefs and celigion ? *T1s but the Alehh that 
fulfers ; Jet us not fare it. Since we muft die once, let us 
die that we may live.”? Juli before their condemnation, their 
commander perfuaded them, both by promifes and threaten- 
ings, affuring them that if they would but deny Chrift, they 
fhould make their ewn terms, both as to riches and honour. 
“They told him that he laid his {nares at a wrong door; that 
he could not give them what he endeavoured to take fror 
them ; nor could they clofe with his offer, without being ii 
finite lofers by the bargain ;—that it was to no purpofe to 
proffer a little of this world to them, who defpifed the whole of 
it; that all thefe vifible advantages were nothing to what they 
had in hope aad expetation, al] the beauties and glories of 
heaven and earth not being comparable to that ftate of bleff- 
ednefs which is the portion of the righteous ; the one being 
fhort-lived and tranfitory, the other permanent and eternal; 
that they were ambitious of no gift but the crewn of righte- 
oufnefs, nor fought after any other glory but that which was 
heavenly ; that they feared no torments, but thofe of hell, and 
the fire which was truly terrible. As for thofe punifhments 
which he inflicted, they accounted them but as the biows of 
children, and the ill ufage their bodies met with, the longer it 
was endured, the brighter would be their crown. 


THE late truly reverend and ufeful Mr. George White- 
field was preaching, one time, 2t Exeter, in Old England—a 
man was prefent, who had loaded his peckets with ftones, in 
order to fling them et that eminently precious ambaflader of 
Chrift. He heard his prayer, however, with patience ; but no 
fooner had he named his text, than the man pulled a ftone out 
of his pocket, and held it in his hand, waiting for a fair oppor- 
tunity to throw it. But God fent a word to his heart, and 
the ftone droeped from his hand. After fermon he went to 
Mr. Whitefield, and told him, “ Sir, I eame to hear you this 
day with a view to break your head; but the Spirit of God, 
through your miniftry, has given me a broken heart.”” The 
man proved to be a found convert, aad lived an ornament to 








Postry. 
the gofpel. Such power belongeth to God! And ftill God’s 


arm is not fhortened that it cannot fave. O let us pray, that 

, "i “¢ 
over the hearts of multitudes his pewer may ftill be difplayedy 
and the tokens of his love may be continually increaf-d. 
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IME by its lofs we learn to prize: 
To mark its progre!s then is wife. 
y Waich for this important ute, 
As well as Bible, I perufe; 
And every critical infpeGion 
Prefents fome new and wile refle&tion. 
Sometimes I ope thie nice machine, 
Aad view the curious work within ; 
The chain, the fpring, the wheel in wheels 
The balance, and the artiit’s fei], 
Who various movements kas combin’d, 
To point the hour, the ufe defign’d. 
I then within me turn a thought, 
And view the greater wonders wrougkt 
By that great artift, who at firft 
Moulded this human cafe from duft, 
And in it plae’d a living foul, 
The fpring that moves and guides the wholes 


My time-piece tells the hour of day, 
By this I eat, drink, work and play, 
Rife from my reft, retire to fleep, 
Bufinefs attend, afignments keep. 
oall Tin trifles a@ by rule, 
In ferious matters play the fool? 
And let the watch which is to try 
My life, be laid neglected by ? 


‘The hours, here mark’d upon the face; 
Tell me, “ the time flies off apace ;”’ 
The pointers fhew the hours, ané run, 
Te bid me think, “ what’s yet undone.” 


THE CHRISTIAN TIME-PIECE. 














4a”8 Poetry, 
Tf to my ear I put my watch, 
T hear it whifper, “ make difpatch.”’ 
Pools fee their hours and days roll off, 
Y + think Ife ftill is long enough 
Sor chat great end for which ’iwas givens 
So nfle on and mifs of heaven. 
My monctor forbid’s dela V3 
its fathful warnings Vil obev. 

‘fren prove my watch, to fee 
swith the fun it will agree :. 

atify it o’er and 0’ ery 

“o fet it truer than | before, 
‘Po regulate it fpare no pains, 

Till it th? exacteft motion gains. 

So fain would I my heart fot right, 
3v che pure fource of fer-d light 
7}! watch its motions and herve 
If from that fandard once they fwerve 3 
And heavenly grace I will implore, 
Ts rectify it more and more. 
Ny winding-fprin Fs will lofe its power, 
As mutt the wheels, and mark the hour 
When the nainsfoxing of life does fails 
And move no more the vital wheel. 
‘hus as my watch I oft renew, 

A “i turn once more the [piral fcrewy 
‘he bine 7s) take, and learn to prize 
Each fleeting moment as it fies. 


| bad dad 
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Ny watch, in {pite of all my care, 

Wall foon be rende:’d paft repair; 

‘The fring wil! break, the wheels decay, 
“h wove balance ceafe to play, 

, Yr will be thrown by and quite forgot, 

Or to fome other purpofe wrought. 

So that grand {, {tem in the fey 

Wil pe rif and in ruins lie: 


ame wilt the Sun pluck from his fohere; 


\ ad tofs the p'anets here and there, 
Tull all the va material world 
is Chang’e, or into atoms hurl’d. 
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Poetry. 


Pure fpirits will the wreck furvive, 
And in iramortal vigour live. 

When nature barfts, they’:l break away 
From the incumbrance of their clay; 
Receive new bodies well refin’d, 
Bodies to aid, not clog the mind, 

With active wings mount up and fy 

© lafer worlds above the fky. 





~~ To -~— 


Written after a v:fit 10 Philadelphia. 
BY A LADY. 
me dp? from fafhion’s gaudy haunts, 


Where diffipation frolics rot und, 
Vhere mirth her bright allurement chaunts, 


And pleafure thrilis her joyous found: 
Evcap’d frem thefe—how dear the fcene 

Where oft I’ve pafs’d the thoughtful hours ! 
Where bieft ra ag mild, ferene, 

Awakes rcfleQion’s noble? powers. 
Thouch here, with ptt and paia fubdu’d 

My heart has heav’d with burfting fighs ; 
Thourch oft when thefe lov’d feenes Pve view’e, 

ig aft- Rowing tears have fill’d my eyes. 


Yet how endear’d by forrow’s tics ! 


How ftrong the charm thefe fhades can boaft! 


For kere the dear memorials rife 
Of what [ lov’d—of what I loft. 
Thefe give the foften’d, thoughtful mind 5 
Thefe aid mild meditation’s fway ; 
Thefe teach the foul, fubdu’d, refign’d, 
‘Lo pafs through forrow’s therny way. 
Ful! oft beneath the moon’s pale beam, 
Remote [’ve wander’d, mufing—flow— 
Fendly indulg’d wid fancy’s dream, 
‘To footh at once and nourifh woe. 
Oft have I mark’d the light of night, 
Slow rifing through the wavin ng trees 5 
While fiadowy forms beguii’ d the fight, 
Aad fitted ea the quiv’ring breeze. 
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480 Poetry. 
«« And thus,” I cry’d, ¢ life's thadows fly, 
Alike uncertain —we deplore 
Phantom’s we ne’er enjoy, | 
Or tafte but to regret the more.” 
Oft, too, l’ve feen the rifing day 
Beam foften’d radiance around, 
When balmy gales, reviving, play 
Or glift’ning fieids with dew-drops crown'd;s 
Sudden the winds have {wept the plain, 
Dark clouds ob{cur’d the blufhing feene, 
Deep thunders roll’d, and dathing raia 
Deiug’d the beauties of the green. 


«© Sad emblem of our fate,”’ I ery’d, , 
(And my foul mourn’d the changeful view} 


** In youth’s gay morn, wiih glowing pride; 
Our cloullefs path we blythe purfue. 

** Gay vifions crowd the comicg hours, 
The fun of blifs illumes our way ; 

But foon the darkea’d profpect low’rs; 
And veils the bright, expected day. 

‘¢ Fond hopes and pleafing raptures fled. 

_ Dark-brooding woes the mind deform 3 

Behold the grizf-cevoted head | 
Sinking beneath th’ oppreffive form! 

* Fountain of good ! to thee we owe 

_ The hope which cheers this gloomy {cene; 

Bids the funk foul caft off its woe, 
And beams a bright’ning ray. 

¢¢ Touch’d by thine holy quick’ning land; 
Though life’s unnumber’d ills annoy, 

The deep. picr-’d fcul prepares to ftand 
A candidate for endlefs joy. 

«¢ Repine not, then, thou wayward mind; 
Nor heedlefs view th’ exalted prize; 


Pafs through this gloomy vale refignd, 
And pant te gain unclouded fies.” 


Thus have I pafs’d the penfive hours; 


While fpeaking nature would impart, 


From woods, and fields, and ftreams, and flow’rss 


A moral to the thoughtful heart. 


FINI 6. 
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